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Exhibit details growth of Islam in Detroit

DEARBORN "Building Islam
in Detroit: Foundations / Forms /
Futures," an academic exhibition
that has toured the world, is being
put on display by the Center for
Aridh Amenican Studies at the Uni-
versity of Michigan-Dearbom.

The exhibit was o open Friday
with & symposium scheduled Satur-
day.

“Building Tslam in  Detroit
charts the growth of mosques
and  Mushm  communities  in
greater Detroit over the last cen-
tury.” said Sally Howell, one of
the exhibit's curators, "The
exhihit presents the historical
richness, diversity and influence
of Islam in Detroit. Shaped by
experiences  of  discrimination
and opportunity, struggle and
accomplis the building
projects  on  display are the
groundwork of a Muslim Ameri-
can future.”

The exhibit is on  display
through Dec. 11 at the Alfred
Berkowitz Gallery on the third
floor of the university's Mardi-
gian Library, 4901 Evergreen
Road in Dearborn,

The project began in May
2004, A ream of UM researchers
visited over 50 mosques and
Islamic associations, photograph-
ing and interviewing  their
founders and elders,

The records tell the history of

Muslim amrival and settlement in
Detroit. Howell said.

"Mosques are also works of
art, where sacred words, images,
and sounds combine to produce
spaces of unusual beauty," she
said. "Most important of all.
mosques are places where Mus-
lims come together to worship
and to strengthen their communi-
ty through communal prayer.”

Visit  www.umich.edu/~biid/
for more on the exhibit. Call
313.593.3592 for more informa-
tion.

"Arab Detroit"
show to premier
at annual
banquet of
ASACA

ROCHESTER — The Ameri-
can Syrian Arab Cultural Associ-
ation at its 11th annual banguet
Nov. I4 is to premier a TV show

"Arab Detroit." to air on public
television,
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ASACA's annual dinner is
scheduled Saturday, Nov, 14, 6
p.m. at the Royal Park Horel, 600
E University Dr. in Rochester.
Singer Usama Baalbaki is to per-
form.

Contact Rouba Samman at
asacadet@hormail.com for tick-
efs. Visit www asaca-usa.org for
more on ASACA,

County leaders
to speak at

chamber event

DEARBORN — The American
Arab Chamber of Commerce is
scheduled to hold its 17th annual
Building Economic Bridges ban-
quet on Fri-
day, Nov.
200 6 pan.
at the Ritz
- Carlion,
300 Town
Center

Aluin CEO  Bill

Aluin - will
keynote the event. Wayne Coun-
ty Executive Robert Ficano.
Oakland County Executive 1.,
Brooks Patterson and Macomb
County Board of Commissioners
Chairman Paul Gieleghen are to
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discuss regional cconomic devel-
opment at the event. chamber
spokespeople said.

"Building Economic Bridges"
awards are 0 be presented 1o
DTE Energy and Detroit Con-
tracting,
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Amen named as
department head
in Dearborn
Heights

DEARBORN HEIGHTS —
Dearborn Heights Mayor Dan
Paletko  has  appointed  Ron
Amen, who is Arab American. as
the city's new Community &
Economic Development Depart-
ment director,

Amen  will replace former
CEDD director Hassane Jamal,
who has filed a lawsuit against
Paletko and the city for allegedly
discriminating against him as an
Arab Amer-
ican in
relieving
him of his
duties as a

has
adamantly
denied the
accusations, calling them hurtful
and politically motivated.

Amen. of Livonia, currently
serves as director of operations
for the Arab American National
Museum,

"l have been impressed with
his active mvolvement in the
community and his ability to get
along with others." said Paletko
about Amen. "As a region and as
a city, there are big challenges
ahead of us and T believe Mr.
Amen will be a good weam mem-
her who will be able to offer
innovative programming to make

our commercial and residential
areas stronger and maore vibrant.

"Alsa, his previous position as
an Executive Assistant to Wayne
County Executive Robert Ficano
will be helpful as the City of
Dearhorn Heights partmers with
Wayne County on various pro-
Zrams.

"As Mayor | was glad he
agreed to join our team and |
believe the City of Dearbom
Heights will be better hecause of
his efforts.”

Former
Palestinian
prisoner to speak

in Grosse Pointe

GROSSE POINTE FARMS —
The head of a Palestinian
human rights group that advo-
cates for the rights of political
prisoners and against torture is
scheduled to speak in Grosse
Pointe Farms on Sunday. Nov.
13,

The Palestine Office-Michi-
gan and Jewish Voiee for
Peace-Detroit Chapter will host
Ala Jaradat, program manager
for Ramallah-hased nonprofic
Addameer, established in 1992,
Jaradat is himself a former
prisoner.

"Isracli prisons and deten-
tion centers hold 11.000 Pales-
tinian prisoners — including
waomen, children and adminis-
trative  detainees  without
charge. They are imprisoned in
substandard  conditions  and
subject to torture." Jewish
Voice for Peace said in a
release.

The event, called "Guan-
tanamo in Israel: Palestinian
Prisoners." is 1o take place at
St. Paul Lutheran Church, 375
Lothrop in  Grosse  Pointe
Farms at 7 p.m,

Email: Barbarabarefield@aol com
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